


It is into an early Canadian home and doctor's office that 
the visitor walks when he enters the Elgin County Pioneer 
Museum, for it has been established in the home of a pioneer 
doctor of this district. 

To the right of the entrance is a large living room which 
depicts the gracious way of life of over a century ago, and 
beyond it is a kitchen which goes back to pioneer days, with 
its open hearth, cooking utensils for the fireplace, commodious 
cupboards and the gun upon the wall to provide food and 
repel marauding animals. The dining room, too, has treasures 
of early furniture, china and glass. 

Upstairs, a bedroom with four-poster rope bed, trundle 
bed, cradles and other early furnishings continues to depict 
the home of many years ago, while other rooms contain 
a wealth of miscellaneous articles dating back to the days 
of the Indian residents of this community. Throughout the 
house, interesting furniture (some made by a gifted local 
cabinet maker), pioneer utensils, manuscripts, paintings, 
papers, all help to revive a picture of home life of early days. 

But this museum does more. It is situated on a lot 'vhich 
was the site of the home and office of Dr. Charles Duncombe, 
who, with Dr. John Rolph, founded in St. Thomas in 1824 
one of the first medical schools in Canada. It was Dr. Rolph 
who later went to Toronto and established the nucleus of the 
medtcal school of the University of Toronto. 

This present house is believed to have been built in 
1848-49 for Dr. Duncombe's youngest brother, Dr. Elijah E. 
Duncombe, who came to join him in St. Thomas some time 
about 1822. Dr. Charles left St. Thomas about 1828, but 
Dr. Elijah Duncombe continued to practise here until a few 
years before his death in 1870. Over a century ago, living in 
this house with his wife and four daughters, he presided over 
an apothecary shop and consulting room which together 
occupied the east side of the building. The medical room to 
the left of the entrance is a unique feature of this museum, 
commemorating this special aspect of the history of this lot 
and house. It displays many interesting articles of early 
medical practice in the county. 

Overlooking the broad valley of Kettle Creek, the pioneer 
museum is situated at the top of a hill at the foot of which 
began the little settlement from which the city of St. Thomas 
later developed. It is on historic Talbot Road, named for 
Col. the Hon. Thomas Talbot, the Irish founder of the vast 
Talbot settlement who returned to Upper Canada in 1803 to 
establish residence beside the lake a few miles west of here 
and who later used to call St. Thomas the capital of his 
settlement. Museum treasures include an oven from Col. 
Talbot's home at Port Talbot, a cradle used by the family of 
his nephew, Lord Airey, there, and the original surveying 
chain used by Col. Mahlon BurWell for much of the early 
settlement. 

The spacious, tree-shaded grounds on which the museum 
stands have a history that goes back even before Dr. Charles 
Duncombe's early residence here, for they are part of the 
200-acre property for which the original crown patent was 
received by one of the first settlers of what is now St. Thomas, 
Daniel Rapelje. Part of his property, looking towards the 
south and west over the valley, was given by Mr. Rapelje 
to the Church of England, and the pioneer church of the 
community, erected there in 1824, may be visited just a short 
distance south-east of the museum. 

Thus happily situated in a pioneer home in the heart of 
the Talbot Settlement and so closely linked with its early 
history, the Elgin County Pioneer Museum seeks to preserve 
the interesting and worthy story of life in this community 
and the traditions of its pioneers. 
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COKTI NUi rG LIST OF OFFI CERS 

YEAR PRESI DE~JT SECRETARY 

194£ --49 L·.rs . E. L. Baker !·:i ss Gr a ce ~cCormick 
194~ 50 .~..:rs • E • L. Baker lll s E" '"r:1ce _._ccormick 
1950 51 I<.rs . E. s . Down r·t.is s Gra ce i·i:cCor mi ck 

..; 1951 52 l\LrS . E. s . Down rt.iss Gr ac e .~cCormick 
1952 54 tLrs . E. L. ~c Call t.rs • Herbbert Par ks 
1::64 56 :-J.rs . Hugh Silcox I•.~.r s . Herbert Par ks 
1956 58 J.·JtS • E. H. Si l cox Hr s . He r ber t ?a r ks 
195: 691 I'~S . George Ayling ·Irs . E. L. r-1cCal l 
1969 61 J.>..rS • George Ayli ng r s . E . s. Down 
1961 63 Mrs . Ted Silcox rJ!rs . E. s. Down 
1963 64 I-lrs . Ted Si l cox 'Irs . Geoffr ey O ~ Hara 
L964 66 kr s . c . E. ?-1oor e -.~.rs . Geoffr ey O' Har a 
1966 68 !'Irs . E. s. Down it.r s . Geoffr ey 0 1Ear a 
1968 70 lrs . Ralph Pa l mer l·i!'S . Herbert Park s 
1970 71 Mrs. Alex Turner Mrs . Her bert Parks 
1971 72 Mrs . Alex Turner Mrs . Herbert Parks 
L972 73 Mrs . Ted Silcox Mrs . Herbert Parks 
1973 74 JIJ.rS • Ted Silcox Mrs . Herbert Parks 
1974 75 JVJ.rs • Donald Vica r y Mrs . Herbe r t Parks 
1975 76 Mrs . Donal d Vica r y Jv'J.I' s • Herbert Parks 

( 
1976 77 ~trs . Ralph Pa l mer Mrs . Herbert Parks 
1977 78 :t-1rs • Ralph Palmer l-ira . Herbert Parks 



From l eft to risht : 

Lay 31 , 1963 

1~:1ss Eva l.orr ison - Charter rt.ember 

r..rs . Lloyd A t:dnson - Charter !:ember 

r..rs . Ted Silcox - President , :.:.ay , 1S63 

l·..rs . A. E . Orc hn. r d - Ch3.rter !·.ember 

t·:rs . Frank Trace - Ch'lrter !• ... ember 
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WRITTEN FOR THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE SHEDDEN ltl01>1EN ' S I NSTITUTE 

MAY 31st. , 1963 

Madam President and Fellow Members of Women '.s I nsti tute and Friends 

First mi ght I add a few wor ds of we lcome to the well- s poken 

ones of our president , of the pleasure it is to see so many of 

you here today . 

\llhen I was first approached on the subject of c ompiling 

' and reading the history of our 5- years of Institut e work, 

I felt r ather honoured . I wa s surpnised , however when I began 

to bead through the past record books , that t his s hould give 

way to one of unworthiness . It was with a good deal of pride 

t hat I r ead the mames of t he many really gifted , clever women , 

who took part in the work . This pride is mi xed vii t h sadness that 

so many a re gone , one just this month. So I can assure you 

that I fee l inadequate and only hope t hat I can give t his some 

degree of justice . 

, 
.; 
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HI STORY OF FIFTY YEARS OF SHEDDEN TNOlJ!EN ' S I NSTITUTE 

On Y.!B.y 31s t , !viis s l-1argare t McKenzie, principal of 

Shedden Public Sc hool , i nvited all t he l adies of t he community 

to the sc hool house to meet Mrs . Vir ay of Rodney , t he district 

president for t he West Elgin and Dr . Annie Backus of Ayl mer, 

a speaker for t he Department . 

The br a nch was organized a s f ollows : 
t 

Pr es ident • .. . . ••. . .• •. ...• ?-1!-s . Ttl . Gue s t 

Vice - Pr esident • . . .•. ..•••.• ~~s . J . A. Orchard 

Secretar y- Treasurer • • . . • •• • r.rrs . Fr ank Tra ce 

Directors • • . . ... . . ... • ..••. ~Irs . Dan Hami lton 

t.r~s . C. Pettit 

Miss M. McKenzie 

Auditors • .. . . .. ... ......• • . v~s . D. Russell 

Mrs . 

?..fi' s • 

l-lrs . 

Mrs . 

Y.~rs . 

?IJ!'S • 

w. 
\'/ . 

G. 

CHARTER MEMBERS 

Joined May 31 , 1913 

Ea. dey l•J!'S • F. 

Guest lwll' s . t-1 . 

Trace 

White 

t-ia.ry J-1cArthur l•!rS • G. T. Hopkins 

A. E. Orchard Mi s s Cla ra Horton 

D. Russell Miss Eva Morrison 

T. Tanner russ Edith I·1cG1bbon 

Our first meet ings were a r r anged month by mont h but l a ter 

the yearly progr a ms were carri ed out . There was a Question Box 

a t each meet ing , t he questions a nswe red by the president. 
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\ve sang O! Canada , the Na.ple Lea f For eve r and I a lso noticed 

one mee ting where Rule Brittania ! wa s sung f or an opening . 

The a ttendance rose from 15 to 30 and 40 and more . One of 

our f irst money- making ac tivities was a "Har d Time " soc i a l . 

Some of t he subjects for t he topics given a r e i nteresting . 

" Brea d - maki ng 11 
- l·lrs . r.ia.r y Kc Ar t hur, a lso l a teron 

11 Sout hwold Townshi p " 

"When and How t o Res t" - Mr s . Da n Russell 

"Canning Fresh Mea ts " - i>irs . Eadey (Comment - ve ry i n t eresti ng -
The1r kept wha t is now Pal mer ' s Store) 

"vlhy Are \'/omen Today So :&lsy ' •_ Mrs. J . A. Orcha rd. 

"The Kingship of Self Control" - Mrs. Hopki ns (remebered paper ) 
0 

"Children of Pa st and Pr esent " - Mrs . Jas . Orc ha rd 

"Vaca tion for t he Busy Home Maker " - Mrs . Thos Wride 

" The Influence of and Cha r a cter" - Mrs . N. Bs.wtenheimer 

" Tempting Inva l id Appeti tea " - ¥.trs . Manson Horton (For a 
child s he sugges t ed a picture or 
flowers on bottom of di s h K 

"How to Keep t he Boy or G.irl on t he Fa r m" - l·frs . Arthur 1-lcintyre 

On Nov . 22nd 1922 , a Grandmother s ' Meeting was held, Mrs . ~ia.rtha 

Sells, then t he oldes t w. I . Member , presidi ng . Dorothy Wride 

read the "Runaway Gr andmother", by Nellie L. McClung . Gra ndmother s 

took pa rt i n t he meeting . 

1•11ss Anni e Brown, contributed r eadings , often comic , a s 

did r~s . C. Ha milt on . At an ea rly cookie conte s t , Mrs . c. E. 

Moore won the prize . Mi s s Anna bel Sells gav e a paper or t alk 

on pie making . I nemeber t hey c hose her because t hey sa id she 

mad e more pies tha n a nyone in the community . 

I r ealize tha t to be n ice and proper you s houl d not menti on 

persona l t hings , but I wa s a stonished when I saw t ha t I•1rs . C. 

Hol born and I sang a duetat a meeting . ¥.trs . M. B. Stafford 

accompani ed • 
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We also held debates, and I r emember a buttonhole contest 

judged by Miss Annie Brown , who showed us hO'fT to make a proper .... 
buttonhole . We held many contests , on Sewing and Domestic Science , 

As well as other subjects . \'{e had a picnic and served meals at 

Shedden Fair which 'vie do to t his very day , but l a ter with the 

Women ' s Association . 

D.lring 'tlorld \va r I , a ll the wa r work done in Shedden , was 

under the auspices of the Women ' s Institute . Money wa s raised 

by grant from the Council , donations, serving meals and booth 

• at Shedden Fair and and ice- cream parlour in the village . 

Hundreds of kni tted articles and clothing were made by the W. I 

members and women of the community . 

A Patriotic Associations was organized under the Red Cross 

in Shedden a t the first of the Second World 't'la r . This organization 

took cbat ge of a ll the wo~k , the nomen ' s Institutes contributing 

money to buy supplies . 

I n J 922- 21 the il . I . gave ~100 . 00 tovtard i mproving the cemetery 

and a new fence; l a ter they planted shrubs and a flower bed . 

They assisted the libr a ry every yea r by dona tions of money to 

purchase new books . We u s ed to have a social evening , the proceeds 

to go to the library . 

In 1928 the W. I . had a snall c hild treg ted in the Sick 

Chi ldren ' s Hoppital for defective bones and put on a n Amateur 

Play , " Cranberry Corner s ", to help r a ise funds f or t he opera tion . 

:trs . A. E. Orcha rd tra i ned the pl ay a s \'lellas other s . 

In 1916 we had our first Demons tra tion Lecture Cour~on 

Home Nursing and Firs t Aid ; l a ter we h~d a four- week course in 

1924 on Sewing and Domestic Science . This crea ted a grea t deal 

of interest and t he women turned out in goodly numbers . It ended 
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with a banquet . Other cour ses were Refinishing ~nd Arranging 

Furniture ; this course a t t r a cted a lot of a t tent ion and many 

a bureau , t able , c hai r etc ., was made good a s new , but it t a kea 

a lot of rubbi ng and hard wor k , so only the ener getic women took 

part . Others outside joined t he W. I . to t ake this cour se . 

Cra fts , such a s Glove- making , Per sonality and Dress , ~our Food 

and Your Figure , :t•lillinery , Rug- making , mo cca sin - making , were 

t aken in the s e cour ses . 

One yea r we bought Baby Bonds for Children ' s Ai d wor k . 

We a l ways a t tend the Wi nter Picnic •i n good number s ; in 1947 

a l a r ge number went to Guelph for t he 50th annive r sary celebr ation 

of the founding of t he w. I . in t he world . I n 1938 we celebrated 

our 25th anniversar y and our 35th in 1948 , and nO\v i n 1963 

we a re gat hered here again for our 50t h . We often entrta i n 

neighbouri ng clubs and institutes and meet in a friendly wa y 

with other women a nd visit t hem in r e turn . 

Through t he yea rs our meeti ngs have been a source of pleasure 

and pr ofit to t he members and visitors . We had t a lks and paper s 

on a wide r ange of subjects andnsometimes we had a s peaker f rom 

t he department or a doctor or lawy~- But the t a lent brought 

out among our members i s ever a source of wonder for many of us 

had little more tha n common schoo l education . :;/e ha d al so many 

f i ne musica l numbers . 

At one time there was t a lk of us building a hall in Shedden 

and a motion was made that $50 be set as i de for t his pur pose 

with mor e added . The ha ll never did materia lize but for many 

years t hat }50 was ke pt i n a separ a te fund and came in for some 

lively d i s cussion . At l as t i t \v-ent i nto the general fund . 

We have had many s pl endid sub j e cts for roll ca lls . Only one 
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I remember on Household Hints g iven by ~~s . W. H. Turner , was 

to spr ea d a newspa per under your work and gat her it up after 

with a ny clip ping s , dispose of it and your t able wa s clear. 

We have responded t o many appea l s down -through the yea rs; 

one was t he Sick Children's Hospi t a l , and others . 

Later Appea ls 

When t he ne w hospita l was built we pl edged $1000 and -.got it 
~-. 

paid too . We also g~ve esoo to the Women ' s Building for Shedden 

Fair , where we serve mea ls . We donate money ea c h yea r for prizes . 

' Then there is t he Well Baby Clinic , perhaps one of our best 

projects . Severa l Women have wor ked f a ithfully a t this with 

assistants . ~~s . Lola Baker had cha r ge, a lso Mrs . E. H. Silcox . 

We adopted a c hild overseas and have kept t he pledge , and 

( ) a l s o ha ve sent g ifts. 

We have made many dona tions and g iven help to the El g in 

County Pioneer Museum. 

We have for many years s ponsored 4-H clubs for girls a nd 

g iven leadershi p to these . 

Then t here a re the ca rds and in some ca ses flowers for t he 

sick and shut - ins . In 1942 t he Blue Cross Hospita liza tion 

wa s s ponsored , and several joined to secure benefits . 

A few years ago we entered the Quilt Block Competition for 

Ontario . Our book was 1st at the District Annua l and was among 

t he number taken to Toronto for disp l a y and competiti on . One 

of my plea santest da ys was when :rr~s . M. D. McCormick, Ivlrs . G. 

Ayling and myself wen t to Toronto to s ee the displ ay a t t he Roya l 

York Hotel . i in 1948 we compi led the Tweeds mmir Book , which is 

t he hist or y of our sc hool section and community . 

For some years now ~e have exhi bited i n the w. I . displ a y 

a t London Fair , which added pl eas antly to our funds . ) 



- 6 -

The W. I. also sponsored a good many bus trips which were 

much enjoyed . 

We have g iven 8 life memberships and pins to those of long 

standing. 

While we ha ve no ha ll and held many meetins s in the homes , 

we a r e very gr a teful to the United Church and I . 0 . 0 . F. ha ll 

trustees for generously a llowing us to use their r ooms and 

f acilities on many occasions . 

Several from Sheddem have served as District Officers : 
t 

As President - MissLettie Se l ls 

r~s . John H. Sells 

Hrs . Geo . Silcox 

Mrs . E. S . Down 

( ) As Secretar y - Miss Eva Morrison 

Miss Grace I.CcCormick 

!-irs . Herbert Parks 

In going over the books , I cannot help but admi r e the fine 

handwriting of many fo the secret a ries a md the nea t appearance 

of the books . 

There are two who a r e with us toda y that I feel s hould be 

mentioned for t hey were with us from the first and a re still a ctive , • - ~ ~ 

Miss Eva I·lorrison and l·irs . F.t'ank Tr ace . 

But our work has been the combined efforts of a lot of 

f a ithful , efficient women and a s this is our own anniversary 

we feel nothin~ it being said boastfully . Tribute might be 

paid t o not only the ea rly workers in our \·T . I . but to t Lose 

who carried on in the l a te years , sometimes not easy g oing. 

Our Press Reporter , ~ws . c. E. Moor e , has f a ithfully reported 

our meetings through t he year s . 
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I hope I have not said any of this as boasting of our 

achievements . We must r emember it took qu ite a small army of 

women to cover it all , and each filled her own place . We have 

members who t ake no par t in public s peaking in meeting but have 

fi l led their places well . ''They a lso serve who only stand and 

wa it . 11 But no one stands who is a member of a \vomen r s I nstitute 

and a ll ha ve served a ccord ing to their t a lents . 

Mrs. Mary J. Mcln 
Was Well-Known as 

I Compiled by ; 

Mrs. Mary J . Mclntyre, j 
wh«* laomely, bucolic writings ! 
in ~ 'ftmea - Journal under 
the pea • Dame of Janet have 
appliared every week for the 
oast 40 years, died on Sunday 
m tbe St. 1bomas Elgin Gen
eral Hospital after an illness 1 

ol three weeks. Her home was · 
about a mile north of Shedden j 
8lld ..... had Jived there for 
mort tbaa SO years, her bus
~ Artbur J. Mcintyre, wbo l 
was 'ft1l • mown throughout 
Weat El,m u a fanner, died j 
20 years ago. 

Mrs. Mcintyre's pithy, rustic 
litUe articles were published~ 
every Saturday on one of the 
women's pages of this newspap- • 
er and won for her a wide read3 ership, wbich was not confined 
to country women. Women o 
the district's urban communi 
ties and many menfolk wert 
also among her constant read-!. 
ers. Sbe found for her subjects 
tbe goillgs - on in a t~ 
country home and life • 
farm, and her comments 
observations on the affairs of 
the day made meaty and plea 
sant reading. 

Sbe was 78 years old and coa
tlnued writing her once - a
week article up to the time of 
her last illness, the· last of them 

printed on &>pt. 19. Mrs. 
.a«:Inl;yre continued to lh e on 

farm DOrtb of Shedd~ AI· 
her husband's ~ath and af

four daigbters had aU 
and moved away. but 

the past three or foqr 
here 111' St. "Diomas with 

one of them, Mrs. Marion Mit.
chell , 20 Hemlock Street. , · -·. 

::j!}$ " was the form~ Mary 
P.GiijiJd aad was kD ,_t lona, 

4augbter of Mr. _., Mrs. 
i (Margaret) • PoUard. Sbe 

as a young woman when • 
to Shedden and she 

,.eat the rest of her life in that 
~ct. Sbe took a keen and 
fdive interest in the Shedden 
JfAimeu's I n s t i t u t e and the 
8bedden L i b r a r y Board, of 
which she had been pre.<rident, 
and was among those who took 
an ac\ive part in establi~hment tor tbe Elgin Pioneer Mu!leum. 
She was an adherent of the 

¥.~S.ry J . r-ic Intyre . 

Covenanted Ba~ Church, 
Wallacetown. 

Mrs. lrfclnt)Ttl is su:r6d by 
four daughtert, Jl r-.r Alex 
CMargaretl Tumer. Slieddea; 
Mrs. Marion Mitchell, 20 Hem
lock Street; Ill'& Max OCatb
ryn i Olurehill. .Detroit, and 
Mrs. L"Uden <Fruces) Lepage. 
Three Rivers, ~.; by four 
sisters, Mrs. P. H. Sebleibuf, 
West Lome; Mrs. H. C. Lump
kin. Muncte, 1111..; MrS. ·Uoyd 
Smith, ioaa statioD, alid •rs. 
Robert Clark, Rosetowa, Si/sk.; 
two brothers, W. R. Pollird. 
Iona, and John Polbfd, LoDdon, 
Ont.; ant: three grMdcbildren, 
HO:;emaey and Ramon, Lepfge. 

Karen Mit-

:3o. 
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St anding , from Shed -en W. I ., !~S . Alex Turner , 
.-..rs . Ral;>h Palmer , ~·~s . Herbert Parks ( extre~e right) 
.~.-irs . D~ve Saunders , Dutton 'tl . I . , is t hird froi!I left . 

On October 1 , 1969 , the Shedden w. I , , arranged and were 
bostese gr oup , for a coffee bre~k ~nd t ea , to ra i se funds 
f or the ·1est Elgin Cancer Unit ' s gift cupboard . A goodly sum 
was rea lized for this worthwhile proj e ct . 
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